Possible Podcast, Radio or Print Interview Questions – Tim Trott (The Brown Bean Coffee Shoppe) Resources at TimTrottWrites.com/news-release
· When did you start writing books? 
(2015 – Out of the Blue, Sky King)
· Do you write fiction or non-fiction? 
(Both, recently more fiction)
· What fiction do you write? 
(Mostly science fiction short stories in the genre of paranormal science fiction, fictional realism)
· Which well-known writers does your writing style resemble? 
(Arthur C.Clark, perhaps Michael Crichton or Ray Bradbury, or even John Grisham or Isaac Asimov; all writers who had an influence on me. Not to forget the Hardy Boys books. I once owned a complete collection, but gave it away to a girl in high school in 1965. The author, Franklin W. Dixon was actually several ghost writers, some of them women. The original concept was created by Canadian, Leslie McFarlane. Hardy Boys and Tom Swift were the male counterparts to Nancy Drew. If those names don’t mean anything, you’re not old enough.)
· Are any of your short stories based on real events? 
(Yes, I sometimes adapt real events into the basis of a short story, but I change the key elements to make them hard to recognize. Most of the time, anyway. There’s one story about a person who transported drugs welded inside classic cars. The real person it was based on was someone I knew.)
· Where do the other stories come from? 
(Many start with ideas stolen from YouTube videos, news stories, or warped versions of current events. Many times, I will wake up with an idea at 3 am. I keep a  notepad by the bed and a special pen with a red light on it, the kind pilots use. That’s how a lot of the What If…stories came about.)
· Some of your character names are alliterations. Is that intentional? 
(Rick, Steve and Tim)
· How many short stories have you written?
(40 have been published and a dozen more are in progress.)
· Where did the Brown Bean Coffee Shoppe start? 
(It started with a short story and the leader of my local writer’s book suggested it might be a good start for a short story collection or series)
· What is the Brown Bean Coffee Shoppe? 
(If you remember the TV show, Cheers, it’s like Cheers in a coffee shop on the eastern coast of Georgia.)
· Why that location? 
(One of the stories was roughly based on an event near Brunswick Georgia, but it could easily be Savannah. I’ve never really nailed it down)
· What is ahead? 
(I’ve started on The Brown Bean Coffee Shoppe, book two. I also have a few stories selected for a new book titled simply “short stories”. I published two short story collections under the title of What If, books one and two, and there could be two more in that series/)
· What do think of writers who use Artificial Intelligence in their writing? 
(Ai is very useful as a research tool, as a brainstorming tool, for generating graphics. Most of my graphics are generated using MidJourney, a few using Dall-e. It’s not a simple process- sometimes I have to generate twenty or more images before I can refine the prompt to produce what I have in my head. So far as writing, I did an experiment once to see what kind of writing Ai could do. In short, Ai writes like a ten-yea-old on an acid trip. That story was Enoch’s Ark. I turned it into a dream sequence. 
AI is good when you ask it to rewrite a paragraph where too many sentences begin with the same word, or breaking down a paragraph that has 90 words. Ai analysis software like Grammarly or ProWritingAid are great for finding mistakes and suggesting better ways to phrase a thought, avoid repetition, alternatives for certain adverbs.
Ai likes to name everybody Alex or Mia. I may ask AI to generate a list of names for a certain age groups, because names are often identified with generations. There weren’t many people named Jayden or Zoe in the 1950s.)
· Have you thought about writing longer fiction, like a novel? 
(Actually, I have one in development, a sci-fi story about a moon base.) 
· What’s ahead?
 (More of the same and maybe something different. Wouldn’t it be great if someone turned my Brown Bean stories into a TV series?)
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